of the Spaniards and French, whose party in Ger- Languet
many is far from weak, and you would be put- to Sidney
ting a curb on those Germans who desire to see
the Belgians crushed by the Spaniards, and will
certainly lend their help for that purpose when-
ever it shall be asked.

I will go on with this babbling as I have begun
it: an excellent means of accomplishing the
objedt which I have pointed out, would be to
hold to your interests, by a small yearly stipend,
a few military officers. For though you could not
make use of them to raise troops, still it would
lead to a large increase of your influence, and
you would be held in higher consideration in
Germany than you have been hitherto, and be-
sides, occasions would be sure to arise in which
you might thus throw obstacles in the way of
the designs of those who seek your ill.

And that these officers might not be, like the
single twigs of a broom, unfit for working, and
therefore useless to you, I would advise that you
should make choice of some person, eminent for
character and rank, whose authority, like a band,
might tie them together, and who should have
control over them by means of a subsidy from
you. And to no man would such a command be
trusted with more advantage than to the most
noble Prince Casimir. Indeed, you well know,
without a word from me, that he is the only man
in Germany to whom it could be trusted at all;
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